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1. Lento by Philip Hayes (arr. Louis Bergonzi)
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Bass Excerpts
Secondary Schools String Symphony 2026 Auditions
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Important Instructions: This excerpt is to be performed during the audition in canon (round) with one of the conductors. 
The student will start at the beginning and take the repeat twice, stopping on the last note of the first line after two full
repetitions. The conductor will play in unison with the student the first time through, then play in canon with them 
after the first repeat (starting when the student reaches     ). The student must play with accurate pitch,rhythm, 
intonation and bowings during the canon. Helpful fingerings are suggestions only.

Tips: 
1. Practise this excerpt with a metronome for rhythmic accuracy and independence.
2. Ask your teacher to practise playing this excerpt with you in canon.
3. Make note of the bowings, bow lifts and slurs.
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2. Allegro (Movement IV) from Symphony No. 5 by Ludwig van Beethoven (arr. Brian Holmes)
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Tips:
1. Note the tempo - minim = 75bpm; this excerpt is a bit more than twice the speed of the previous one.
2. Start off by practising slowly with a metronome, gradually increasing the speed until the marked tempo is comfortable.
3. Note the bowing in the last 5 bars; the note at each half bar is a down bow.
4. Focus on creating a strong, clear tone in the quaver passages. Note where quavers are and are not marked staccato.
5. Helpful fingerings are suggestions only. Feel free to change as needed in consultation with your teacher.
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*This is a change from the arrangement back to the original part to create a more idiomatic passage.
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(for entry in 2027)




