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1. Lively by Michael Praetorius (arr. Louis Bergonzi)

Cello/Bass Excerpts
Public Schools String Orchestra 2026 Auditions

Important Instructions: This excerpt is to be performed during the audition in canon (round) with one of the conductors. 
The student will start at the beginning and take the repeat twice, stopping on the downbeat of the first line after two 
full repetitions. The conductor will play in unison with the student the first time through, then play in canon with 
themafter the first repeat (starting when the student reaches     ). The student must play with accurate pitch,rhythm, 
intonation and bowings during the canon.

Tips: 
1. Practise this excerpt with a metronome for rhythmic accuracy and independence.
2. Ask your teacher to practise playing this excerpt with you in canon.
3. Where there are bowings and fingerings marked, make every effort to follow them. Marked fingerings

are suggestions only and can be changed with your teacher.

2. Solemn March (from Judas Maccabeus) by G.F. Handel (arr. Sheila M. Nelson)

3 x1 1

Tips:
1. Pay aĴention to dynamics and practise to make them as obvious as possible (very soft pianos and very strong

fortes). Try to maintain a strong, even tone in both soft and strong dynamics.
2. Count through all of the minims, doĴed minims, semibreves and doĴed crotchets to ensure correct rhythm.
3. Where there are bowings and fingerings marked, make every effort to follow them. Marked fingerings

are suggestions only and can be changed with your teacher.
4. Note the D-sharp in the second line, 5th bar - speak to your teacher about how to do this before you audition.

(for entry in 2027)




