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[bookmark: _Toc237249389]GUIDELINES
Background
South Australia is delivering some of Australia’s largest and complex STEM projects, creating demand for engineers, scientists, technicians, project managers and tradespeople.
To meet this demand, we must encourage students to pursue STEM careers, especially in the defence industry sector.
Public high school students from under-represented groups can apply for scholarships to study SACE Stage 1 and Stage 2 science and mathematics subjects and specific VET courses relevant to the defence industry sector.
[bookmark: _Toc206597906][bookmark: _Toc237249390]The fund supports costs associated with tutors, laptops, excursions and other strategies that directly help students succeed in their chosen STEM pathways.
[bookmark: _Toc206597907][bookmark: _Toc237249391]ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
[bookmark: _Hlk206769070]Must meet one of the following criteria:
☐ School Card eligible or 
☐Assessed by a nominated mentor teacher as in financial need or
☐Aboriginal learner
Must meet all of the following criteria:
☐ Commencing SACE Stage 1 in 2027 and intending to complete SACE stage 2 in 2028 OR commencing SACE Stage 2 in 2027. Preference will be given to students intending to complete SACE Stage 1 and SACE Stage 2.

☐ Intend to complete SACE Stage 1 and SACE Stage 2 level STEM subjects or 1 of the following VET courses - Electrotechnology, ICT (IT or Cyber), or Engineering Pathways. 
Preference will be given to students intending to complete Mathematical Methods, Specialist Mathematics, Chemistry,
Physics, Digital Technologies or 1 of the previously mentioned VET courses.
Note: Students studying other STEM subjects may apply but must demonstrate a
willingness to explore careers in the defence industry sector.
☐ Will complete activities such as work experience to raise awareness of STEM careers including those available in the defence industry
☐ Will attend STEM Scholarships Induction Day with a teacher and/or parent(s)
[bookmark: _Toc206597908][bookmark: _Toc237249392]HOW TO APPLY
Complete the application forms:
The following parts must be completed:
1. Student Application Form 
2. Scholarship Budget
3. Mentor Teacher and Principal endorsement for applying students 
Budget Items
Your budget is a key part of your application. A well thought out budget that clearly demonstrates how each item supports success in your chosen STEM subjects and strengthens your understanding of STEM career pathways will be viewed favourably by the STEM Scholarships Selection Panel.
Budget items should be approved by your Mentor Teacher.
[bookmark: _Toc519765971][bookmark: _Toc519766114]
Examples of permissible Budget items. Please note that some items have spending limits: 
	[bookmark: _Toc141690150][bookmark: _Hlk235440965]Laptop (up to the value of $2,500)

	Technology for ICT related courses 

	[bookmark: _Toc139355989][bookmark: _Toc141690151]Graphics Calculator

	Noise cancelling headphones/earbuds up to the value of $250

	Personal Protective Equipment: work boots, safety glasses, gloves

	Workwear: long pants, hi-vis vest

	School Uniforms

	Course costs e.g., UCAT (up to $1000)

	VET course costs (up to $1000)

	Office desk and office chair

	[bookmark: _Toc139355990][bookmark: _Toc141690152]Stationery

	[bookmark: _Toc139355991][bookmark: _Toc141690153]Internet access (30% of total costs only)

	[bookmark: _Toc519765978][bookmark: _Toc519766121][bookmark: _Toc139355992][bookmark: _Toc141690154]Hire of a tutor – (who must have an ABN).

	[bookmark: _Toc139355993][bookmark: _Toc141690155]Cost of STEM excursions

	Defence industry related career awareness program costs

	Adelaide Tuition Centre Year 12 Revision Seminars

	South Australian Science Teachers Association Study Guides, Workbooks and Textbooks 



[bookmark: _Toc139356003]The following links are examples of tutors: 
https://adelaidetuition.com.au
https://tutorssa.com.au
https://adelaidetutors.com.au/ 
https://www.mathsonline.com.au/ 
https://www.tutoringforexcellence.com.au/ 
https://onlinesciencetutoring.com.au/ 
https://clueylearning.com.au/
https://www.kineticeducation.com.au/
[bookmark: _Toc139356009]Please note: These examples do not constitute endorsement by the Department.
Items that will not usually be funded by scholarship funds include:
	· [bookmark: _Hlk235432214]Overseas travel
	· Driving lessons

	· Payment of non-STEM related VET course fees
	· 3-D printers 

	· Carpark fees
	· Ipad if a scholarship recipient has purchased a laptop.


[bookmark: _Toc141692744][bookmark: _Toc206597909]Items that will not be funded from scholarship funds include:
	[bookmark: _Hlk235432279]Gaming consoles
	Mobile Phones

	Gaming Chair
	Duplicates of technology eg 2 laptops

	Clothing including shoes, bags etc. not related to the STEM scholarship recipient’s school
	Travel & accommodation unrelated to STEM activities

	Watches
	Travel and accommodation for people who are not STEM scholarship recipients

	Vehicles including cars, bikes, e-bikes, scooters
	Household utilities costs



[bookmark: _Toc237249393]PAYMENT OF SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
[bookmark: _Toc519765988][bookmark: _Toc519766131][bookmark: _Toc139356019]If successful you will have the scholarship money paid to your school.
To obtain the scholarship funds, you will either seek reimbursement by providing proof of purchase for an item purchased or you will request a purchase order from your school so you may obtain the item from a recommended supplier.


TERMINATION OF STEM SCHOLARSHIP
The scholarship may end if the scholarship you cease attending a public school, studying STEM subjects or chose not to participate in STEM career awareness activities. 
[bookmark: _Toc141692745][bookmark: _Toc206597910][bookmark: _Toc237249394]OUTCOME OF THE APPLICATION 
All applications will be assessed by a panel of representatives from the Aboriginal community, STEM-related industry sector, and Department for Education. 
You (the applicant), your school and parent(s) or guardian(s) will be notified of the outcome of the scholarship application by late November 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc141692746][bookmark: _Toc206597911][bookmark: _Toc237249395]YOUR PRIVACY 
In administering STEM Scholarships, the Department for Education will need to collect personal information from you. The Department complies with the Government of South Australia's Information Privacy Principles (IPPs). 
[bookmark: _Toc141692747][bookmark: _Toc206597912][bookmark: _Toc237249396]FURTHER INFORMATION 
STEM Scholarships Project Team 
Phone: 8463 5804
Email: education.stemscholarships@sa.gov.au

[bookmark: _Toc237249397]FORM 1: STUDENT APPLICATION 
Instructions
1) Read the Guidelines (pages 1-3) before completing your application.
2) Complete this form electronically, find the link on the scholarship website. Please note there are several questions that require long answers please consider reviewing your responses with your Mentor-Teacher before submitting the form.
3) Share the responses to the form with your Mentor – Teacher. 
4) You or your Mentor – Teacher emails this application along with Form 2: Mentor Teacher and Principal Endorsement and budget to:
education.stemscholarships@sa.gov.au  by 25 September 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc141692749][bookmark: _Toc206597914][bookmark: _Toc237249398]BUDGET
Your budget is a key part of your application.  Take time to think about the items and services that will support you to be successful in your study of STEM subjects and exploration of STEM career pathways.  A well-known research budget will be viewed favourably by the STEM scholarship selection panel.
Examples of useful budget items are suggested on page 2 of the STEM scholarships guidelines. Your budget should include the STEM industry-related mentoring/career guidance opportunities you intend to undertake. Some examples of these opportunities are listed below.
	· STEM Scholarships Induction Day

	· Defence industry sector work experience or career immersion days e.g. Defence, BAE Systems, Boeing, ASC, DSTG etc

	· Department for Education, Student Pathways & Careers Awareness Month


Please use the STEM Scholarships Budget Template provided and attach to the electronic student Form or to the final email sent by your teacher.
[bookmark: _Toc237249399]FORM 2: MENTOR TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL ENDORSEMENT
Instructions
Completed applications and supporting documents must be received by the Department for Education by 25 September 2026.
Please complete this ENDORSEMENT and email with:
☐ the students Scholarship Budget
☐ a copy of the applicant’s most recent school report to:
STEM Scholarships project team at: education.stemscholarships@sa.gov.au
The role of the mentor-teacher is to:
· help the student submit their application
· monitor the student’s attendance, participation and wellbeing and make available intervention strategies when required
· [bookmark: _Int_PHE9uZba]mentor the student regarding their subject selections, STEM pathways, mentoring programs and careers
· take responsibility for approving budget purchases throughout the duration of the student’s scholarship with the STEM scholarship project team available to provide support for decisions. 
· be the contact person for the STEM Scholarship Project team regarding monitoring data (end of term school reports and attendance records).
· attend the STEM scholarships induction with the student
· engage in professional learning that strengthens your capabilities as a mentor teacher.
[bookmark: _Toc237249400]FORM 3: PRINCIPAL ENDORSEMENT
Instructions
The following outlines the requirements of the school regarding support for the STEM Scholarship recipient.
Principals are required to endorse the applicant and know that the student will be able to meet the criteria described.
Ensure the following documents are completed and sent to the STEM Scholarships team by the deadline 25 September 2026:
Student application – online Microsoft Form
By email:
· Student Scholarship Budget
· Mentor-teacher and Principal Endorsement
· Students latest school report
Financial management
· manage the grant through the schools existing financial structures adhering to Department for Education financial and auditing guidelines. 
· provide all grant acquittal reports as requested by the Department for Education.
Data management
· provide student term or semester reports upon request for the duration of the grant
provide other relevant data as required e.g., attendance and dispositional data
Appointing a mentor teacher who will:
· be provided with a small amount of release time to support the student 
· assist the student with preparing and submitting their scholarship application and collating other relevant documentation
· monitor the student’s attendance, participation and wellbeing and make available intervention strategies when required
· [bookmark: _Int_lpvfWWHy]mentor the student regarding their subject selections, STEM pathways, mentoring programs and careers
· support the student to manage their scholarship funds and Department for Education financial obligations
· approve purchases not listed in the scholarship recipient’s budget
· be the contact person for the STEM Scholarship Project team and provide all required data 
· attend the STEM Scholarships Induction Day at the University of Adelaide with the STEM scholarship recipient. Note: the you or the Mentor-Teacher may nominate a school representative to attend the Induction  in their place.
· engage in professional learning opportunities that will strengthen their capabilities as a Mentor-Teacher.
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