
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE EDUCATOR’S  FAMILY 

  The educator’s family has the right to have their privacy respected. 

 Families in care have the right to quality child care. 

 Educators have the right to be respected as child care profession-

als and small business operators. 

Family day care coordinators will discuss with applicants: 

 ways that family day care can affect their own family

 strategies to assist applicants to prepare their families for family

day care, including child safe environments information

 how changes in families can affect the educator’s ability to offer

quality care (eg birth of baby, children entering puberty)

Further Information: 

Information for Applicants Booklet DECD FDC 

“Your Guide” DECD FDC Policies and Guidelines 

DECD FDC “Your Guide” and Your Service Induction workbooks

https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/working-decd/early-childhood-roles/

becoming-decd-family-day-care-educator
 

Educator applicant

What your family needs to know 

FAMILY DAY CARE OFFERS A UNIQUE CHILD CARE SERVICE WHERE CHILDREN 
ARE CARED FOR IN SMALL GROUPS IN A FAMILY SETTING

The educator’s family has an important role in family day care, by 

showing respectful communications and a positive environment when 

children are in care. 

Members of the carer’s family play an important role in the children’s 

experience in family day care. It is important that all interactions with 

the children between the educator and their family members, role 

model respect and consideration. 
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AN IDEAL FAMILY ENVIRONMENT FOR FAMILY DAY CARE INCLUDES: 

 A caring family that shows respect for each other and where each

family member is recognised and encouraged in their

undertakings.

 Family members who understand the need for time away from

them for the educator to plan and do paperwork.

 Flexibility with some family commitments, understanding of the

need for privacy for family members and clear communication with

each other about needs and wants.

 A family that can share successes and failures with each other.

 Willingness to share family space, and you, with other children.

 Ability to negotiate sharing of toys and equipment.

 Ability to talk about family day care policies and understand which

ones they need to follow, such as a smoke free environment and

rules for pets.

 EACH MEMBER OF THE EDUCATOR’S FAMILY AGREES TO: 

 Treat all family day care families with respect 

 Show consideration for the confidentiality and privacy of families in 

care 

 Negotiate their private space in advance so that families and 

children in care respect those areas 

 Be considerate of, and understand, the responsibilities of 

educator’s work 

 Be responsible about their own behaviour when 

family day care is being provided 

 Follow family day care policy when children are 

in care; e.g. smoking, pets, use of media, 

alcohol. 

Every family has characteristics which make it 

different to any other family.  

The things that you do together and separately, the food that you eat, 
the way you speak to each other, all contribute to the uniqueness of 
your family. 

The way you live together is something you are all familiar with, you 
all know the 'rules' of being together. 

Things that are normally part of your family routine may not be 
appropriate when children are in care, for instance your family may 
leave the bathroom door open when showering. This is fine for your 
family but with family day care children present this practice may lead 
to allegations made against someone in your family, even though the 
situation may be innocent. 

If children come into care in non-standard hours (early in the morning, 
in the evening, overnight and weekends) they are coming into care 
with the whole family. 

You will need to discuss: 

 Their expectations and feelings about having other children in the

home

 Your expectations of them and the way they interact with children

in care.

 The things they feel happy about sharing and the things they do
not want to share

 Their privacy and the privacy of children in care

Your family will expect to spend their weekends and evenings in their 
usual way, including having friends over to play, for meals or to stay 
the night. 

 If the visitors are children are under 13 years of age and they do not 
have a parent accompanying them, you must include them in your 
numbers of children in care. 

Children must be supervised, by the educator, when washing, going 
to the toilet and dressing/undressing. 

No other family members or children in care should do this. This is 
very important, for you and the children.  


